
COURSE	OUTLINE

(1) GENERAL

SCHOOL School of Philosophy

ACADEMIC	UNIT Department of Philosophy and Social Studies

LEVEL	OF	STUDIES Undergraduate

COURSE	CODE ΦΑ302 SEMESTER

COURSE	TITLE Normativity in Epistemology

INDEPENDENT	TEACHING	ACTIVITIES	
if	credits	are	awarded	for	separate	components	of	the	course,	e.g.

lectures,	laboratory	exercises,	etc.	If	the	credits	are	awarded	for	the

whole	of	the	course,	give	the	weekly	teaching	hours	and	the	total	credits

WEEKLY

TEACHING

HOURS

CREDITS

3 10 (ECTS)

Add	rows	if	necessary.	The	organisation	of	teaching	and	the	teaching	

methods	used	are	described	in	detail	at	(d).

COURSE	TYPE
general	background,	

special	background,	specialised	general

knowledge,	skills	development

Special background

Specialized general knowledge

PREREQUISITE	COURSES: None

LANGUAGE	OF	INSTRUCTION

and	EXAMINATIONS:

Greek (main language)

English (two or three lectures, further tutorials. Exact 

dates will be announced at the course site on E-Learn)

Examination for Erasmus students: English medium sized 

essays

IS	THE	COURSE	OFFERED	TO

ERASMUS	STUDENTS

Yes

COURSE	WEBSITE	(URL) See the course ΦΑ302 at E-Learn

(2) LEARNING	OUTCOMES

Learning	outcomes
The	course	learning	outcomes,	speci ic	knowledge,	skills	and	competences	of	an	appropriate	level,	which	the	students	will	

acquire	with	the	successful	completion	of	the	course	are	described.

Consult	Appendix	A

� Description	of	the	level	of	learning	outcomes	for	each	quali ications	cycle,	according	to	the	Quali ications	Framework	of

the	European	Higher	Education	Area

� Descriptors	for	Levels	6,	7	&	8	of	the	European	Quali ications	Framework	for	Lifelong	Learning	and	Appendix	B

� Guidelines	for	writing	Learning	Outcomes

After the successful completion of the course, the students 

- will be familiar with the role of normativity in modern and contemporary epistemology and 

philosophy of logic; 

- will be able to understand and independently approach at a basic level central epistemological 

concepts and problems (such as rule, norm, function, subjectivity, fact, appearance, reality, 

objectivity, etc.);

- will be able to distinguish between different levels of analysis (logical, semantic, 

phenomenological, psychological, sociological, metaphysical etc.) of, as well as different 

methodological approaches (analytical, dialectical, critical, etc.) to these problems;

- will have gained some insight into current critical categories and areas of open debate of value 

for their further studies and professional practice in philosophy and the social sciences more 

generally.

General Competences
Taking	into	consideration	the	general	competences	that	the	degree-holder	must	acquire	(as	these	appear	in	the	Diploma	



Supplement	and	appear	below),	at	which	of	the	following	does	the	course	aim?

Search	for,	analysis	and	synthesis	of	data	and	

information,	with	the	use	of	the	necessary	technology

Adapting	to	new	situations

Decision-making

Working	independently

Team	work

Working	in	an	international	environment

Working	in	an	interdisciplinary	environment

Production	of	new	research	ideas

Project	planning	and	management

Respect	for	difference	and	multiculturalism

Respect	for	the	natural	environment

Showing	social,	professional	and	ethical	responsibility	and	

sensitivity	to	gender	issues

Criticism	and	self-criticism

Production	of	free,	creative	and	inductive	thinking

……

Others…

…….

Working independently

Working in an interdisciplinary environment

Respect for difference and multiculturalism

Criticism and self-criticism

Production of free, creative and inductive thinking

(3) SYLLABUS

General	Idea	of	the	seminar

Through a detailed study of selected passages from the work of Kant, Hegel, Wittgenstein and 

Kripke, the seminar aims to clarify the role of normativity in the constitution of modern and 

contemporary epistemology and philosophy of logic. We will begin (six sessions) with an 

extensive examination of central passages of the Critique	of	Pure	Reason (CPR), which establish 

and explicate the normative character of the (constitutive for modernity) Kantian versions of 

both formal logic and epistemology. The aim here is to gain an adequate overview of the 

presuppositions and execution of the Kantian program, which attempts to demonstrate "man as 

the legislator of nature', deriving from this legislation the epistemological con;idence in the 

regularity of the world of human experience. In the following four sessions we will familiarize 

ourselves with the general outlines of the relevant Hegelian critique, as they may reconstructed 

from speci;ic passages of the Phenomenology	of	Spirit (PhS) and the Science	of	Logic (SoL). Hegel 

clearly formulates the metaphysical implications of the Kantian epistemological conception, 

showing that applied normativity leads to the paradox of the 'inverted world'. In a move that has

barely been observed in the relevant literature, Hegel also refutes the core of the Kantian 

conception of formal logic, showing that the normative conception of the latter remains, despite 

the expressed Kantian intentions, psychologistic. Finally (two sessions), we will deal with two 

texts from the second half of the 20th century, which originated all the still vibrant debates and 

controversies about the nature and role of normativity in the philosophy of language, logic and 

epistemology: the relevant passages from Wittgenstein's Philosophical Investigations (PI), and 

the sceptical interpretation of these passages offered by Saul Kripke in 1982. The seminar thus 

aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the constitutive as well as problematic nature of 

the role of normativity in modern and contemporary theoretical philosophy.

Course	outline

1.	Introduction

Types of rules, norms and laws (laws of society/state, laws of logic, laws of nature);

the role of normativity in modern logic and epistemology;

the problem of the relating the Hegelian to the modern critique of normativity;

brief outline and presentation of the structure of the seminar

2.	The	Copernecian	revolution:	man	as	the	legislator	of	nature

Kant, CPR, Preface to the second edition (B VII - XLIV)

3.	The	Kantian	taxonomy	of	logics

Kant, Jäsche Logic, Introduction I (concept of logic)

Kant, CPR, Introduction to Transcendental Logic (A 50/ B 74 - A64/ B88)

4.	The	normative	nature	of	formal	logic



Kant, CPR, 

Analytic of Concepts I.1. On the logical use of the understanding in general; 2. On the 

logical function of the understanding in judgments (A 66/ B 91 - A 76/ B 101)

Analytic of Principles II.2. On the supreme principle of all analytic judgments (A 150/ B 

189 - A 153/ B 192)

5.	The	normative	nature	of	the	categories

Kant, CPR, Transcendental Deduction of the Categories – ;irst edition (A 95 - A 130)

6.	The	problem	of	subsumption	under	the	rule

Kant, CPR, Analytic of Principles, Introduction: On the transcendental power of 

judgment in general; I. On the schematism of the pure concepts of the understanding (A 

130/ B 169 - A 147/ B188)

7.	The	a	priori	rules	of	the	constitution	of	experience

Kant, CPR, Analytic of Principles, II.2. On the supreme principle of all synthetic 

judgments; 3. Introduction: systematic presentation of all synthetic principles of the 

pure understanding (A 148/ B 188 - A 161/ B202)

8.	The	metaphysical	consequences	of	applied	normativity	I:	law	and	appearance

General introduction to the Hegelian system (lecturer's notes)

Hegel, SoL, Essence, II. Appearance, A. The law of appearance (341-346)

9.	The	metaphysical	consequences	of	applied	normativity	II:	inverted	world

Hegel, Hegel, SoL, Essence, II. Appearance, B. The world of appearance and the world in 

itself (347-350)

10.	The	problem	of	the	interpretation	of	the	rule

Hegel, SoL, Essence, II. Appearance, C. The dissolution of appearance (351-353);

III. Actuality, 1. The absolute, A. The exposition of the absolute (370-373)

11.	Laws	of	thought	and	psychology

Hegel, PtP, V. The Certainty and Truth of Reason, A. Observing Reason, b. Observation of 

self-consciousness in its purity and in its relation to external actuality: logical and 

psychological laws (262-269 in the Pinkard translation)

12.	Normativity	and	language

Wittgenstein, PI, §§ 79-155, 197-242, 558-571

13.	The	paradox	of	semantic	normativity

Kripke, Wittgenstein	on	Rules	and	Private	Language, p. 7-24, 41-45, 49-55, 60-75, 81-82, 

86-98, 107-113



(4) TEACHING	and	LEARNING	METHODS	-	EVALUATION

DELIVERY
Face-to-face,	Distance	learning,	etc.

Face to face

USE	OF	INFORMATION	AND

COMMUNICATIONS	TECHNOLOGY

Use	of	ICT	in	teaching,	laboratory	education,

communication	with	students

E-Learn	platform

TEACHING	METHODS
The 	 manner 	 and 	 methods 	 of 	 teaching 	 are

described	in	detail.

Lectures, 	 seminars, 	 laboratory 	 practice,

 ieldwork,	study	and	analysis	of	bibliography,

tutorials, 	 placements, 	 clinical 	 practice, 	 art

workshop, 	 interactive 	 teaching, 	 educational

visits,	project,	essay	writing,	artistic	creativity,

etc.

The 	student's 	 study 	hours 	 for 	 each 	 learning

activity	are	given	as	well	as	the	hours	of	non-

directed	study	according	to	the	principles	of

the	ECTS

Activity Semester	workload

lectures 39

tutorials 9

Study and analysis of 

bibliography

152

Essay writing 100

Course total 300

STUDENT	PERFORMANCE

EVALUATION
Description	of	the	evaluation	procedure

Language 	 of 	 evaluation, 	 methods 	 of

evaluation,	summative	or	conclusive,	multiple

choice	questionnaires,	short-answer	questions,

open-ended 	 questions, 	 problem 	 solving,

written	work,	essay/report,	oral	examination,

public	presentation,	laboratory	work,	clinical

examination 	 of 	 patient, 	 art 	 interpretation,

other

Speci ically-de ined 	 evaluation 	 criteria 	 are

given,	and	if	and	where	they	are	accessible	to

students.

Erasmus students will be able to chose one among at least

12 suggested medium sized essay topics (8-12 pages, 

basic and secondary bibliography will be provided) and 

will be graded solely on this essay. 

(5) ATTACHED	BIBLIOGRAPHY

-	Suggested	bibliography:

All the primary texts mentioned in the outline are available as pdfs on the course website on E-

Learn. Students are encouraged to concentrate on those texts. Further bibliography for speci;ic 

essay topics will be provided after consultation.

Optional further general introductory bibliography to the topic of the seminar:

- Tolley, C. (2006), «Kant on the Nature of Logical Laws», Philosophical	Topics	34: 371-407.

- Krijnen, C. H. (Ed.) (2019), Concepts	of	Normativity:	Kant	or	Hegel? (Critical Studies in German 

Idealism; Vol. 24), Leiden/Boston.

- Miller, Alexander and Olivia Sultanescu, «Rule-Following and Intentionality», The Stanford 

Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Summer 2022 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL = 

<https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/sum2022/entries/rule-following/>.

-	Related	academic	journals:

Kant-Studien

Kantian Review

Hegel-Studien

Hegel-Jahrbuch

Hegel Bulletin

The Owl of Minerva

Wittgenstein-Studien



Philosophical Investigations


