
COURSE OUTLINE 

(1) GENERAL 

SCHOOL  Philosophy 
ACADEMIC UNIT Philosophical and Social Studies 

LEVEL OF STUDIES Under-graduate 
COURSE CODE  SEMESTER 5th – 8th  

COURSE TITLE ‘On Certainty’ 

INDEPENDENT TEACHING ACTIVITIES  
if credits are awarded for separate components of the course, e.g. 

lectures, laboratory exercises, etc. If the credits are awarded for the 
whole of the course, give the weekly teaching hours and the total credits 

WEEKLY 
TEACHING 

HOURS 
CREDITS 

 3 10 
   

   
Add rows if necessary. The organisation of teaching and the teaching 
methods used are described in detail at (d). 

  

COURSE TYPE  
general background,  

special background, specialised general 
knowledge, skills development 

Reading exercise course (general background / skills 
development) 

PREREQUISITE COURSES: 
 

None 

LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION 
and EXAMINATIONS: 

Greek 

IS THE COURSE OFFERED TO 
ERASMUS STUDENTS 

No 

COURSE WEBSITE (URL)  

(2) LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Learning outcomes 
The course learning outcomes, specific knowledge, skills and competences of an appropriate level, which the students will 
acquire with the successful completion of the course are described. 

Consult Appendix A  
• Description of the level of learning outcomes for each qualifications cycle, according to the Qualifications Framework of 

the European Higher Education Area 

• Descriptors for Levels 6, 7 & 8 of the European Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning and Appendix B 

• Guidelines for writing Learning Outcomes  

 
 
Upon completion of the course students will be expected to: 

- Become acquainted with a primary philosophical text and the demands raised by 

its interpretation. 

- Become able to identify the main interpretative currents of Wittgenstein’s 

thought and method. 

- Become capable of conducting bibliographical research and critically evaluate the 

bibliographical sources (both in paper and electronic) with the purpose of 

critically engaging with a philosophical text and drafting a short paper, according 

to academic standards and deontology. 

- Critically engage with the primary text. 

 

 



General Competences  
Taking into consideration the general competences that the degree-holder must acquire (as these appear in the Diploma 
Supplement and appear below), at which of the following does the course aim? 

Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and 
information, with the use of the necessary technology  
Adapting to new situations  
Decision-making  
Working independently  
Team work 
Working in an international environment  
Working in an interdisciplinary environment  
Production of new research ideas  

Project planning and management  
Respect for difference and multiculturalism  
Respect for the natural environment  
Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and 
sensitivity to gender issues  
Criticism and self-criticism  
Production of free, creative and inductive thinking 
…… 
Others… 
……. 

 
- Working independently and team work. 

- Production of new research ideas. 

- Project planning. 

- Respect of differences. 

- Criticsm and self-criticism. 

- Produce free, creative and critical thinking. 

 

(3) SYLLABUS 

 
‘On Certainty’ is assembled by notes that Wittgenstein was working on during the last one 

and a half year of his life (1949 – 1951) and has become relevant to current epistemological 

issues during these last two decades. The text’s title and the assembly of these particular 

notes is the work of the execturos of his intellectual will (G.E.M. Anscombe and G.H.v. 

Writght). Although ‘On Certainty’ contains unpolished notes they do, nevertheless, 

constitute a rather coherent aggregate aimed against a specific target, that is G.E. Moore’s 

(one of the fathers, along with Russell and Wittgenstein, of analytic philosophy) endeavour 

to found a thesis in favor of common sense philosophy gathering a group of – what he 

claims to be - certain and true common sense propositions against skepticism and idealism 

(we will have the chance to look at both Moore’s texts, ‘’Proof of an external world’’ & ‘’A 

defense of common sense’’, that occasioned Wittgenstein’s response to Moore). 

Wittgenstein’s quarrel is not with common sense in itself but with philosophy’s constant 

attempt to ground a body of propositions as a foundation of a particular world view – be 

that Moore’s common sense philosophy or idealism and scepticism. 

At the core of this critique lays Wittgenstein’s distinct critical method, his grammatical or 

conceptual investigation regarding the meaning and use of terms such as ‘certainty’ or 

‘truth’, ‘doubt’etc. This particular method of doing philosophy – a prime example of which is 

‘On Certainty’ – reintroduces all the major and conflicting interpretations of Wittgenstein’s 

philosophy: How are we to understand the criteria he evokes to clarify what knowledge or 

truth and certainty are; do these criteria, in other words, introduce a positive body of 

(philosophical) knowledge, either transcendental or pragmatic, or does he confine his 

method to therapeutic purposes, that is, treating the illusions that a philosophically inclined 

mind generates? 

 



(4) TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION 

DELIVERY 
Face-to-face, Distance learning, etc. 

Face to face 

USE OF INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY  

Use of ICT in teaching, laboratory education, 
communication with students 

Use of technology to facilitate communication with 
the students / use of the Uoc-eLearn platform for 
distributing course material 

TEACHING METHODS 
The manner and methods of teaching are 
described in detail. 
Lectures, seminars, laboratory practice, 
fieldwork, study and analysis of bibliography, 
tutorials, placements, clinical practice, art 
workshop, interactive teaching, educational 
visits, project, essay writing, artistic creativity, 
etc. 
 
The student's study hours for each learning 
activity are given as well as the hours of non-
directed study according to the principles of 
the ECTS 

Activity Semester workload 

Reading / attendance 39 

Preparation for short 
papers 

61 

Presentations 30 

Autonomous study 120 

  

  

  

  

  

Course total  250 
 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
EVALUATION 

Description of the evaluation procedure 
 
Language of evaluation, methods of 
evaluation, summative or conclusive, multiple 
choice questionnaires, short-answer questions, 
open-ended questions, problem solving, 
written work, essay/report, oral examination, 
public presentation, laboratory work, clinical 
examination of patient, art interpretation, 
other 
 
Specifically-defined evaluation criteria are 
given, and if and where they are accessible to 
students. 

 
Language of evaluation: Greek. 
 
Methods and criteria of evaluation: 

- Formative assessment (attendance / 

participation). 

- Hand in:  Short paper (topic related / 

translation). 

- Presentation of short paper. 

 

(5) ATTACHED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 
ΣΥΓΓΡΑΜΜΑΤΑ ΜΕ ΚΩΔΙΚΟ ΣΤΟΝ ΕΥΔΟΞΟ 

Κωστής Κωβαίος. (1996). Όλα κυοφορούνται μες στη γλώσσα. Δοκιμές στη φιλοσοφία του Wittgenstien. Αθήνα: Ψυχογιός. 

(Κωδικός Βιβλίου στον Εύδοξο: 24492)  

 
- Suggested bibliography: 
 
Wittgenstein, L.  (2018) Περί βεβαιότητας. (Εισαγωγή – μετάφραση: Μίλτος Θεοδοσίου). Ηράκλειο: Πανεπιστημιακές 

εκδόσεις Κρήτης. 

Stroll, A. (1994). Moore and Wittgenstein On Certainty. London – Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Kuusela, O. & McGinn, M. (eds). (2011). The Oxford Handbook of Wittgenstein. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

Hamilton, A. (2014). Wittgenstein and On Certainty. London & New York: Routledge (Taylor & Francis Group). 

Moyal – Sharrock, D. (ed.) (2016 (2004)). The Third Wittgenstein. London & New York: Routledge (Taylor & Francis Group).  

Brice, R.G. (2022). Wittgenstein’s On Certainty: Insight and Method. Switzerland: Springer. 

 
- Related academic journals: 
 
Nordic University Review 
Wittgenstein – Studien (De Gruyter).  
-Other sources of interest: 
Wittgenstein Source (Online assembly of Wittgenstein’s Nachlass and Works). 

https://www.nordicwittgensteinreview.com/about
https://www.degruyter.com/journal/key/wgst/html
http://www.wittgensteinsource.org/#I2Rlc2NfYnZAaWQqcmVzSWQqdHlwZSpjb2xsYXBzZWQqcXN0cmluZyp0aXRsZSp2ZXJ0aWNhbFRpdGxlKmNsb3NhYmxlKmNvbGxhcHNhYmxlKmRyYWdnYWJsZSptYXhpbWl6YWJsZSptaW5XaWR0aCptYXhXaWR0aCpwb3NpdGlvbnxidkA5cW9hdCptZW51Km5hdmlnYXRpb24qMCpMMkZuYjNKaFgzTm9iM2RmYldWdWRRPT0qUlZoUVRFOVNSUT09KlJWaFFURTlTUlE9PSowKjEqMCowKjIyNioyMjYqMA==


 


