
COURSE OUTLINE 

(1) GENERAL 

SCHOOL Philosophy 

ACADEMIC UNIT Department of Philosophy & Social Studies 

LEVEL OF STUDIES Undergraduate 

COURSE CODE F180 SEMESTER Spring 

COURSE TITLE History of Modern Philosophy 

INDEPENDENT TEACHING ACTIVITIES  
if credits are awarded for separate components of the course, e.g. 

lectures, laboratory exercises, etc. If the credits are awarded for the 

whole of the course, give the weekly teaching hours and the total credits 

WEEKLY 

TEACHING 

HOURS 

CREDITS 

 3 5 

   

   
Add rows if necessary. The organisation of teaching and the teaching 

methods used are described in detail at (d). 
  

COURSE TYPE  

general background,  

special background, specialised general 

knowledge, skills development 

Required 

PREREQUISITE COURSES: 

 

None 

LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION 

and EXAMINATIONS: 

Greek 

IS THE COURSE OFFERED TO 

ERASMUS STUDENTS 

yes 

COURSE WEBSITE (URL) Microsoft Teams Group Φ180 

(2) LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Learning outcomes 

The course learning outcomes, specific knowledge, skills and competences of an appropriate level, which the students will 

acquire with the successful completion of the course are described. 

Consult Appendix A  

 Description of the level of learning outcomes for each qualifications cycle, according to the Qualifications Framework of 

the European Higher Education Area 

 Descriptors for Levels 6, 7 & 8 of the European Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning and Appendix B 

 Guidelines for writing Learning Outcomes  

 

 

-Acquaintance with the ideas and arguments of  major schools of modern philosophy, 

through reconstruction of the systematic reasoning and methodologies of different 

approaches; a solid understanding of key problems which have shaped the history of 

modern philosophy. 

-Utilisation of acquired knowledge and understanding for the reflective analysis and 

the justification of argumentative strategies for meeting fundamental  questions in 

metaphysics, epistemology, practical philosophy. 

- Development of critical thinking, reading and writing skills, particularly in light of 

the new emphasis on philosophical method in the Early Modern period. 

-Acquisition of transferable skills, necessary for tackling theoretical and practical 

problems within and outside philosophical inquiry. 

-Development of analytical and synthetic skills necessary for further studies at a 

postgraduate/ research level. 



 

 

General Competences  
Taking into consideration the general competences that the degree-holder must acquire (as these appear in the Diploma 

Supplement and appear below), at which of the following does the course aim? 

Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and 

information, with the use of the necessary technology  

Adapting to new situations  

Decision-making  

Working independently  

Team work 

Working in an international environment  

Working in an interdisciplinary environment  

Production of new research ideas  

Project planning and management  

Respect for difference and multiculturalism  

Respect for the natural environment  

Showing social, professional and ethical responsibility and 

sensitivity to gender issues  

Criticism and self-criticism  

Production of free, creative and inductive thinking 

…… 

Others… 

……. 

Decision-making capacities 

Adaptability in new circumstances 

Autonomous work 

Team work 

Respect for  difference and multi-cultural plurality 

Exercise in criticism and self-criticism 

 

 

(3) SYLLABUS 

The course offers a systematic reconstruction of some fundamental ideas and 

arguments of major schools of thought in modern philosophy, covering, mostly, 

eminent representatives in the philosophical thought of  17th and 18th centuries. 

After briefly reviewing  some crucial developments in the Renaissance, the 

Reformation, and the Scientific Revolution that set the stage for the rise of the 

modern worldview, the course engages with the philosophy of Descartes, the 

founding figure of modern philosophy, and the  rationalist tradition, which he 

originated, as represented by Spinoza and Leibniz.  Then the  empiricist 

philosophies of Hobbes, Locke, Berkeley and  Hume are studied systematically 

and also comparatively with the rationalists. The philosophy of the Enlightenment 

is brought into focus. Within it, special attention is given to Kant’s critical 

philosophy and the way it endeavoured to meet  open questions and problems 

raised by the rationalist and empiricist schools of thought. Particular attention  is 

given to major issues in metaphysics, epistemology, ethics and political 

philosophy. Emphasis is placed on systematic  and historical methods of reading 

primary sources, in an attempt to understand the ideas of modern  philosophers in 

their own terms and also in relation subsequent philosophical developments. 
 

 



TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS - EVALUATION 

DELIVERY 
Face-to-face, Distance learning, etc. 

Face-to-face 

USE OF INFORMATION AND 

COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY  
Use of ICT in teaching, laboratory education, 

communication with students 

 Use of ICT in teaching (use of the Microsoft Teams 

platform, Power Point, video material) 

 Use of ICT in communication with students for 

tutorial work, essay writing etc (complementary). 

 

 

TEACHING METHODS 
The manner and methods of teaching are 

described in detail. 

Lectures, seminars, laboratory practice, 

fieldwork, study and analysis of bibliography, 

tutorials, placements, clinical practice, art 

workshop, interactive teaching, educational 

visits, project, essay writing, artistic creativity, 

etc. 

 

The student's study hours for each learning 

activity are given as well as the hours of non-

directed study according to the principles of 

the ECTS 

Activity Semester workload 

Lectures 39 

Individual study and 

essay writing  

83 

Final exam 3 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Course total  125 
 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE 

EVALUATION 
Description of the evaluation procedure 

 

Language of evaluation, methods of 

evaluation, summative or conclusive, multiple 

choice questionnaires, short-answer questions, 

open-ended questions, problem solving, 

written work, essay/report, oral examination, 

public presentation, laboratory work, clinical 

examination of patient, art interpretation, 

other 

 

Specifically-defined evaluation criteria are 

given, and if and where they are accessible to 

students. 

 

 

 
Final written eexamination, encompassing open-

ended questions and   reconstruction of basic texts. 

Essay writing during the semester based on 

individual tutorial work and student presentations 

during class (optional). 

 

 

 

 

 

(4) BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Texts 

René Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy 

Baruch Spinoza, Ethics: Parts I,II 

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, Discourse on Metaphysics 

Gottfried WilhelmLeibniz, Monadology 

John Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding   

George Berkeley, Principles of Human Knowledge: Introduction 1-25  

David Hume, An Inquiry Concerning Human Understanding 

Immanuel Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics That Will Be Able to 

Present Itself as a Science 

Immanuel Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals 
 

- Further suggested bibliography: 

Atherton, Margaret. 1994. Women Philosophers of the Early Modern Period. 



Indianapolis: Hackett. Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. 

https://plato.stanford.edu/contents.html 

Antony Kenny, The Rise of Modern Philosophy: A New History of Western 

Philosophy, Volume, Oxford University Press, 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


